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I hope that no intelligent person in the Bardoli taluka will pay
land revenue, no matter if the Government attaches property, im-
poses chothai1, carries away cattle or takes away the utensils of
daily use. This is the minimum suffering we should bear.

What are we to do, someone may ask, if our lands are con-
fiscated and we are rendered homeless ? I do not think that the
Government, if it wants to rule in a civilized manner, will con-
fiscate lands. There is no doubt, however, that it has the power
to do so if it chooses. We must be ready to become homeless*
But anyone who fights for swaraj must have the faith that he will
regain his land after swaraj is won. Even in an armed fight, the
fighters have the confidence that they will get back their land when
they win. How, then, can this peaceful struggle have any other
result? But, while the struggle is going on, we should be ready
even, to lose our lands.

The very basis of this struggle is faith in oneself, that is, faith
in God. I pray that all of you should have that faith.

Tour servant and well-wisher,

MOHANDAS KARAMCHAND GANDHI
[From Gujarati]
Gujarati, 12-2-1922

140.   LETTER TO ESTHER MENON

February 5 [1922]2

MY  DEAR CHILD,

I have your welcome letter. You were certainly right in your
attitude. Let the Government do what they choose. Please keep
me informed of what goes on. At this stage I am not publishing
the news. As you see I am in Bardoli preparing for mass civil
disobedience. You must have read ray letter to the Viceroy.
With love to you all,

Tours,
BAPU

From a photostat of the original in N.A.I.; also My Dear Ckild, p. 74

* One-fourth of the assessment exacted as fine for failure to pay revenue
dues
2 The letter to the Viceroy mentioned in the text   is evidently that of
February 1, 1922.